
English 11 Honors 
Summer Assignment 2009-2010 

 
1.  Author Study 

Over the course of the school year, you will be required to read three      
novels  by one author of significant literary merit chosen from this list on the back  
of this page.  
 
During the summer, you are to choose your author from the list and read one 

 novel to begin your study. 
 
Remember that since you will be completing three books by this author, choose 

 an author you will enjoy. Be sure the author has three books you will find worthy  
of your time. 
 

2.  Formal Essay 
Using your selected novel, respond to one of the following essay questions. Your 
 response should be at least 3 full, double-spaced, typed pages, which you have  
thoroughly proofread. Avoid mere plot summary.  Your essay should reflect that  
you are an honors student and include support from the text. 

 
Choice 1: 
Morally ambiguous characters—characters whose behavior discourages readers 
from identifying them as purely evil or purely good—are at the heart of many works 
of literature. Choose a novel in which a morally ambiguous character plays a pivotal 
role. Then write an essay in which you explain how the character can be viewed as 
morally ambiguous and why his or her moral ambiguity is significant to the work as 
a whole. 
 
 
Choice 2: 
From a novel, choose a character (not necessarily the protagonist) whose mind is 
pulled in conflicting directions by two compelling desires, ambitions, obligations, or 
influences. Then, in a well-organized essay, identify each of the two conflicting 
forces and explain how this conflict within one character illuminates the meaning of 
the work as a whole.  
 
 

This assignment is due when you return to school in the fall. 
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Dickens, Charles Quindlen, Anna
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Please note: Students should not read novels that they have already read in English (i.e. 
They should not read novels that are in the 9th or 10th grade course of studies). Further, 

students should not read Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, Miller’s Death of a Salesman, 
or Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. 


