
Name _____________________ 
Current Perspectives in Music 
 Summer Reading Assignment 

Ms. Clark 
 

I. Choose one of the articles below and answer the questions based on your article. 
 

http://www.alokli.com/site/articles/articles.html - Dance Clubs of West Africa (or choose another 
PDF file) 
 
http://oq.oxfordjournals.org/reports/mfr1.dtl Great Opera scenes and interviews with stars 
 
http://www.world-newspapers.com/rock.html Find a magazine article about any type of music you 
love 
 
http://musicaltheatre.suite101.com/articles.cfm Musical Theatre articles 
 
http://journal.music-in-education.org/ See how music educators are struggling to keep music in 
schools 
 
 

1. What was the title of the article you chose? 
 
 
 

2. In the Current Music class we will be exploring all types of music and culture and how 
humans communicate with sound. Based on the article you read, what role does music play 
in the human experience? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Based on your article, how does music help to explain culture? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.alokli.com/site/articles/articles.html
http://oq.oxfordjournals.org/reports/mfr1.dtl
http://www.world-newspapers.com/rock.html
http://musicaltheatre.suite101.com/articles.cfm
http://journal.music-in-education.org/


Please print out a copy of your article and bring it to class.  
II. Read a biography about a musician/dancer/composer of your choice. Answer the 

following questions. 
 

1. Who did you read a biography about and what was the title of the book? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Explain about their experience with music. What type of music did they play, where did they 
play it, and why did they choose to be a performer? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Give 4 interesting facts about their life and their experience making music.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Choose one of the following headings below and explain how it ties into their life.  In other 
words, which heading could you match up their life with the easiest and why? Please give a 
thorough analysis on the next page.  

 
a. Music in Other Cultures 
b. Interpreting Rhythm Through Movement 
c. Music From the Performer’s Perspective 
d. Music From the Audience’s Perspective 
e. Virtuoso Performers 
f. Music as a Solo Expression 
g. Music as a Social Expression 
h. The Power of Emotion 
i. Love Songs 
j. Religious Music 
k. The Music of Celebration 
l. Communicating with Sound 
m. Creating with Technology 
n. Musical Theatre 
o. Opera 
p. Film 
q. Music of Our Generation 
r. Jazz, Folk, Popular, and Classical Music 
s. A Unique Record of Humankind 
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