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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Dear Wildcats, '

“Oh the places we have gone!” It has been a Wildcat sumnmer filled with chaos, confusion, and dust as we
prepare the facility for the opening of school. Major facilities projects include 1) interior and exterior painting, 2)
fire sprinkler installation, 3) 1% floor C hall renovations , 4) completion of the Science wing, 5) expansion of the
cafeteria to include restrooms, 6) new room dividers in the gymnastics and dance room, 7) relocation of department
classrooms, 8) relocation of the faculty lounge to create a conference room, 9) removal of gym bleachers to prepare
for new bleacher installation in the fall, 10) sanding and surfacing of the gym floor, and 11) turf field installation.
Meanwhile, work continues to erect a new football and field hockey scoreboard and an electronic marquee. New
technology has been installed in the science wing but we will continue with the installation of SMARTBOARDS in
all core academic classrooms. In total, 49 classrooms will have SMARTBOARDS and the technology to broadcast
programs from one central location. The hope is that the majority of projects will be completed so that school can
open for all ninth graders on August 26, 2008 with the entire student body reporting on August 27, 2008. If there is
any delay caused by construction, I will be contacting you via the ConnectED system email and the website. Please
check phone messages, email and the Internet regularly to stay abreast of any changes.

Despite the construction, our staff has been working hard to plan for the 08-09 school year. We will
welcome our Class of 2012 on August 26, 2008. Students must report to Arundel High School no later than 7:02 am
and be in their CATS class no later than 7:12 am for announcements. Ninth grade students should have been
contacted by a kick off (KOM)mentor by now. KOMs will ease the transition for freshmen and new students into
the Wildcat routine and then be available daily in CATS advisory for support. Students in Grades 10-12 will report
to CATS on August 27 by 7:12 am for announcements and to receive their schedules. CATS will continue to meet
daily throughout the school year for 15 minutes between 1% and 2™ period. It is through CATS that character and
career education lessons are taught. Students will receive a grade of Unsatisfactory or Satisfactory for regular
attendance and participation in CATS activities. Upon satisfactory completion of CATS, students will earn a .5
credit at the end of the school year. '

The 50 minute lunch is now called the Wildcat Hour! Yes, students and staff will now have a full 60
minutes to participate in the academic intervention and support program. The Wildcat Hour will begin after 2™
period. It is during this time that students are expected to eat lunch, participate in a club, and/or go for tutoring or
extra help from teachers. Students may also be assigned mandatory tutoring by a teacher. Students who fail to
report to a tutoring session may receive a detention and/or suspension from school. The goal of the Wildcat Hour is
to ensure that every student meets with academic success and is college ready upon graduation from Arundel High
School. During the first semester of the school year, our freshmen will schedule tutoring with a teacher during the
first 30 minutes of the Wildcat Hour and will eat the second thirty minutes of the hour. It is important that our
freshmen begin high school with the habit of scheduling the 60 minute lunch in an appropriate manner. The Wildcat
Hour is a privilege and Arundel High School is proud that it is the only school in the county that provides this time
for students. Therefore, it is not to be taken as a recess or time to play but a time to focus on learning.




School data for the 2007-08 school year gives us great reason to celebrate! Attendance improved from 92.7

to 94.47, discipline referrals decreased from 2202 to 1843, suspensions dropped from 612 to 452, and grade point
average is up from 2.64 to 2.72. In addition to this school data, we have received news that Arundel High School
has been named an MSDE Character Education School of the Year, the HSTW High School Model of the year in
Maryland, one of Newsweek’s top 1300 high schools in the nation, and a PBIS Exemplar School. For these reasons
and more, we all must scream, “You Can’t Hide that Wildcat Pride.” Together wee have worked hard to achieve

.. these honors and we must continue to work toward greatness.

The Wildcat Staff is committed to learning for all students and will continue fo
Prepare lessons that are rigorous and student centered

Communicate student progress through email and/or hard copy

Provide intervention and support during the Wildcat Hour

Create and distribute a common course syllabi that details the content standards to be learned and the way
students will learn and be graded on the standards.

Use PRIDE bucks to recognize appropriate behavior

Include reading, writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reflection in all lessons

Require a research component in each course

Students at Arundel High School must be committed to learning and continue to:
Arrive to school and class on time daily :

Be prepared to learn with all supplies and materials daily

Be attentive and behave responsibly during class

Complete all assignments to the best of your ability — no excuses

Ask and answer questions

Attend all tutoring and support sessions during the Wildcat Hour

Join an extracurricular or co-curricular activity

Read for pleasure '

Parents of Wildcats need to continue to:
Communicate with their child about school, assignments and peers

Communicate with the teacher when questions arise

Communicate with the counselor or Assistant Principal whenever academic or behavioral concerns arise
Read the Principal’s newsletter , website and school emails to stay informed

Attend PTSO, CAC and/or Booster meetings to get involved with school events

Attend plays, concerts, games and other programs to show your support of the school to your child
Volunteer to help out at school either during the school day or in the evening

Together staff, students, and parents can continue the positive momentum towards greatness. It is important

to note that for the first time, the Class of 2009 must pass all High School Assessments (HSAs) in order to earn
_a high school diploma. Any senior who has not passed an HSA will be contacted by a counselor in order to
discuss a program to pass the test and/or complete a project in the area of deficiency. These projects are part of
the Bridge Plan devised by the Department of Education. The projects are rigorous and time consuming.
Therefore, it is in the best interests of afl students to pass the HSAs on the first attempt. Seniors who need to
satisfy an HSA requirement will meet with their counselor to enroll in the Bridge plan course scheduled for the
Wildcat Hour. Students in this program will continue to take the HSA test but will also work on the project.




